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wrong expiate old wrongs? And can the slaughter of
an Innocent victim take away the sins of mankind?
This is practising religion by the neglect of moral con-
duct.                                                                        19

" Purify your hearts and cease to kill; that Is true
religion.                                                                        20

" Rituals have no efficacy; prayers are vain repeti-
tions ; and Incantations have no saving power. But to
abandon covetousness and lust, to become free from
evil passions, and to give up all hatred and ill-will, that
is the right sacrifice and the true worship."               21

X. URUVILVA, THE PLACE OF MORTIFICATION.

Bodhisattva went in search of a better system and
came to a settlement of five bhikshus in the jungle of
Uruvllva; and when the Blessed One saw the life of
those five men, virtuously keeping in check their
senses, subduing their passions, and practising austere
self-discipline, he admired their earnestness and joined
their company.                                                          l

With holy zeal and a strong heart, Shfikyamuni
gave himself up to mortification and thoughtful medi-
tation. While the live bhikshus were severe, Shakya-
munl was severer still, and they revered him as their
master.                                                                     *2

So Bodhisattva continued for six years patiently
torturing himself and suppressing the wants of nature.
He trained his body and exercised his mind in the.
modes of the most rigorous ascetic life. At last he ate
each day one hemp-grain only, seeking to cross the
ocean of birth and death and to arrive at the shore of
deliverance.                                                              *